
Subject: Testimony on Resolution11-328

To: ChairErnieMartin andMembersoftheCity Council

Hearing: 10:00 a.rn.Wednesday,November2, 2011
City Council Chamber,City Hall
530 5. King Street
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

ChairMartin andhonorablemembers: I amunableto attendtheWednesdaysessionin person
due to acommitmentat theArmedForcesCommunicationsElectronicsAssociationTechNet
Asia-Pacificconferencein Waikiki. Pleaseacceptthiswrittentestimonyin qualifiedsupportof
resolution11-328. I usetheterm“qualified” becauseI would preferanew,open,andfair
competitionamongall suppliersof systemsdesignatedasfixed-rail.

You arewell awareofwhat I believearethesuperioroperatingcapabilitiesof anurbanmagnetic
levitation (mag-lev)system—andwhata strongcompetitorit wouldbe in an opencompetition.
Sucha competitioncouldbecompletedwhile still adheringto thescheduleaimedat obtaining
large-scalefederalfundsstartingin (federal)fiscal year2013. My commentson the
EnvironmentalImpactStatement(EIS) indicatedmy dissatisfactionwith theoverall work done
by thecity’s contractedconsultingcompanies,who apparentlyactedunderordersto justify what
thepreviousadministrationwanted.

If theEIS is rewrittenfor afull evaluationandthetechnologycompetitionis re-openedto all
qualifiedrail producers—andeitheraconventionalmonorailor mag-levsystemis chosen—
considerablesavingscanberealizedonguidewayconstruction.With a mag-lev,operationsand
maintenance(O&M) costswould bedrasticallyreduced.CantheCity Council ignorecosts
savingsofabout$500million in constructionand$1 billion in O&M over 30 years.

It is still possibleto implementthis transitprojectcorrectly,efficiently, and ethically. If that
werethecase,therewould beno needfor this resolution. As it stands,perhapspassageof
Resolution11-328will senda strongmessageto thecity administrationthattheCity Council
wantsto seeRAIL DONE RIGHT. So thequestionbecomesoneof whetheror not this council
agrees.MahaloandAloha.
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